Abstract

Holistic processing refers to the devotion of obligatory attention towards the
whole of an object rather than its components only. It has been associated with
perceptual expertise across a number of domains, including faces, cars, chessboards,
musical notes and words. Despite being a potential common expertise marker,
whether holistic processing in different domains share common underlying
mechanisms remains relatively unknown. This study adopted the composite paradigm
in order to examine the effect of cross-domain interference. Two behavioral
experiments were conducted and the magnitude of reduction in the sizes of composite
effect in expertise domains under other expertise domain contexts was analyzed.
Overall, no significant interaction was detected between pairs of the domains (faces,
Chinese characters and English words) tested, suggesting little overlap in their holistic

processing mechanisms.
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